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ANA train on American artillery

Vol 1. Issue 12

A CITF-76 Publication

Sory and photo by Sgt. Chuck D. Meseke
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ZORMAT - Paratroopers from 2™ Battalion,
504" Parachute | nfantry Regiment, and Afghan
National Army soldiers conducted security pa
trolsand searched for criminals Sept. 12 - 14,
throughout the Zormat area.

Operation Nijmegan kicked off with Para-
troopersmoving into avillage suspected to be
housing an enemy organizer.

Staff Sgt. Henry S. Centeno, aModesto,
Cdlif. nativeand squad |eader with Company C,
2" Bn., spokewith local villagersto gather in-
formation about the organi zer, but the villager
would not giveastraight answer.

“Youjust said aminuteago you hadn’t seen
himinayear, now you aresaying you don’t know
him?’ Centeno asked.

“They arelying,” hesaid to Sgt. Joseph P
Hebert, ateam leader with Co. C. “Am | sup-
posed to believe that they don’t know the guy
whenthey arelivingin hiscompound?’

Hebert agreed; there would be no choice
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OPERATION
NIJMEGAN ROOFS
OUT CRIMINALSIN

RC EAST

A paratrooper with Company C, 2nd Battalion, 504th Parchute Infantry Regiment watches over Afghan National Army troops on patrol Sept. 12 during
Operation Nimegan. Operation Nimegan was a joint operation in Zormat conducted by ANA soldiers and paratroopers from 2nd Bn.

but to search thevillagewith ANA troops.

As the Afghan Soldiers searched each
room, Hebert followed afterward supervisng his
Afghan counterparts.

Thesearchyieldedlittleresultsasdefrom
asuspicious propagandacassettetape. Thetape
wasfound by afemale searcher who noticed a
woman waiting to be searched was acting
srangely. Thewomanwassearched and thetape
uncovered.

Some of the paratroopers said they could
tell fromthegart of themission how it wasgoing
toturnout.

“The people staring at us, not smiling and
waving; you cantell itisn’t going to be agood
mission,” said Pfc. Ken Orisek, aChicago na-
tive and squad automatic weapon gunner with
Co. C.

Paratroopers made the best of the opera-
tion eventhough therewereno tangibleresults.

“Wetry to haveagood timeregardless, and
it is nice to help the ANA aong with their
progress,” Orisek said.

After the search of the village was com-

pleted, the troops headed out to alocal bazaar
that was rumored to be frequented by enemy
forceslooking for suppliesto sustaintheir terror-
Ism tactics against Afghanistan and Coalition
Forces.

Nothing wasfound at themarket, but aclesr
messagewas sent according to Capt. Jody Shouse,
aFayetteville, N.C. nativeand Co. C commander.
Theenemy would haveto dotheir shopping some-
wheredse, thankstoANA soldiers.

The operation did validate the ANA and
showed thelocal Afghansthat Afghan and Coa-
lition forces care about their district.

“Thelocasneed to seetheir soldiersac-
tively involvedinoperaions,” sad 2 Lt. Michad
Filanowski a Shelton, Conn. native and platoon
leader with Company C.

“Today we helped these Afghansbecome
better soldiers,” headded.

Asthe operation wrapped up, .ANA soldiers
distributed truckl oads of humanitarian
assistanceitemstoalocal village elder that had
hel ped thetroops on previousmissionsinthe
area.

Visit CJTF-76 on the web at www.cjtf/76.army.mil
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Stop, look, listen

By Master Sgt. Geoffrey
Carter
Task Force Devil Public Affairs

| had acatharsistoday, and
no, itdidn’t hurt. | learned some-
thing about human nature, myself
and what ismost important ishow
itwaslearned. | listened.

| don't alwayslisten, but | do
make aconscienceeffort to
improve everyday. Did you know
that the average person spends 70
percent of theirwakingday in
verbal communicationand 45
percent of that timeis spent
listening. Yet, unlessyou’ vehad
specifictraininginlistening tech-
niquesyour efficiency inuseof this
skill isonly at a25 percent level.

Dr. Paul Rankin of Ohio
State University discovered we
spend 70 percent of our day in
four typesof verbal communica
tion. Of this 70 percent, 9 percent
isspentinwriting, 16 percentin
reading, 30 percent in speaking,
and 45 percent listening. Our
American school system, however,
hasitsemphasisin reverse order.
Thisiswhy wehavesuchahard

timelistening and hearing people.

The consequences of poor
communicationandligeningare
numerous, costly and frightening.
Think of theimpact to your unit or
organizationif work ismisdirected,
goa smisunderstood and not
achieved, instructionscarried out
incorrectly or notat al, or if
relationshipsand trust are weak-
ened instead of strengthened. Not
apretty picture. Thefollowing are
acoupleof areasto avoid that
makeyou abad listener:

1) Whenyou'reintroducinga
speaker ashavingasubject that is
interesting it turnsoff thelistener.
They want to make up their own
mind.

2) Whenyou beginto
criticizeaspeaker’sddivery your
mind startsto tuneinto some other
subject.

3) Don't get over stimulated
or too excited about people and
things. If they say something that
you don’t agreewith, you start to
mentally prepareachalengeand
missother pointstotheir conver-
sationthat may haveanswered
your challenge.

4) Don't toleratedistraction.
You need to ignorethe audio and
visua distractionsand stay focused
onthe presentation

5) Wasting thought power is
probably the biggest distractionto
good listening. Ontheaverage,
Americans speak 125 wordsa
minute. Whenwe speak toa
group, wemay slow downto 100
wordsper minute. Peoplelisten at
between 400-500 words per
minute and sometimesasmany as
750. In other words, if aspeaker
maintainsan average speed of 150
words per minute, then listeners
will want to go somewheremen-
tally at apacefivetimesthat of the
Speaker.

So, whenyou hear that a
speaker haslost their audienceitis
not as much the subject matter as
itisthe speaker’sdow delivery.
Thisiswhy our averagelistening
efficiency level isonly 25 percent.
Toimprovethisweneedto
concentrate on what the speaker
hasto say, commit tolearning
something new and make menta
summariesof key points. Doyou
hear what I’ m saying?

President’s
Ramadan
message

Lauraand | sendwarm
greetingstoMudimsinthe
United Statesand throughout
theworld asthey beginthe
observance of Ramadan.

Themonth of Ramadan,
which commemoratesthe
revelation of the Qur’anto
the prophet Muhammed, is
theholiest month of the
Mudlimyear. Itisaspecial
timeof reflection, fasting, and
charity. Itisalsoatimeof
spiritual growth and prayer
and an occasion to remember
thelessfortunate by sharing
God'sgiftswiththosein need.

Throughout our history,
Americahasbeen blessed by
the contributions of people of
many different faiths. Our
Mudim citizenshave hel ped
make our Nation astronger
and more hopeful place
through their faith, generosity,
and compassion.

May thisbeablessed
Ramadanfor Mudimsinthe
United Statesand around the
world. Ramadan mubarak.

GEORGEW. BUSH

Not over, not forgotten

By Spc. Jon H. Arguello
TF Bayonet
Public Affairs

KANDAHARAIR
FIELD —For two years,
an attempt by the United
Statesto end terrorist
activitiesinAfghanistan has
beenreplacedinmain-
stream mediaoutletsby the
larger smultaneousconflict
inlrag.

Newsabout the
progressbeing made has
been dowly smothered by
newsof improvised
explosivedevicesand
suicidebomberstakinga
toll onour brave Soldiers
inasmultaneousconflictin
theMiddleEast. As
important asthenewsin
Iraqgmay be, itisequally
important to make note of
the progress, sacrificeand
victoriesof our troopsin
Afghanigan.

Whenthewar to
eradicateAl Qaeda
terroristsand toremove
the Taliban regime shelter-
ing them began, Americans

had visonsof Vietnam
running throughtheir
minds. They heard and
repeated stories of the
faled Russaninvason of
Afghanigtan. Afghanistan,
acountry withunforgiving
terrainand punishing
weather, had al so defeated
theBritishintwofailed

impossible, theattempt to
curbterrorismfromthe
regionwas, or thefact that
U.S. troopswere about to
be senttowar. Sothe
troopswere sent to war,
practically asunderdogs,
with much support from
Americans, but littlefrom
theAmerican media

war inAfghanistan
strugglestoreachthe
mainstreammedia
American Soldiers
have braved theelements,
traversed theterrainand
defeated largeand small
numbersof rebelsinclose
combat —consistently.
Coalitiontroopshave

attemptsto secured an
conquer the exponentidly
country and safer Afghani-
seizecontrol “There are nearly 20,000 stan, and
f;“a? ';‘IPOV' American Soldiers and their g?tjegf_‘p?r‘
rading 1 - ydimi-
routeat the famllles yvho are remlnd_ed on a neted the Al
fime daily basis of_ our commitment to Qaeda
Before end terrorism as a threat.” presence,
theterrorists decimated the
couldbe Tdiban's
found and fought, Soldiers Four yearslater, infrastructure, and
would havetobreachthe ~ American Soldiersand wreaked havoc ontheir
elements, themediasaid. Coditionforceshaveseen  recruiting. Smultaneoudy,
Once, they werefound, anincrediblechangeof wehavebridged cultural
Soldierswouldbeat a events. After numerous barriersand made strong
disadvantagebecausethe  substantia victoriesonthe  Afghanalies. Still, the
enemy would outmaneuver  battlefield and fewer but news of our successin
us, themediasaid. equaly importantpaliticd  Afghanistan strugglesto be
Itisunclear whether  victories, including suc- heard.

theclimax of themedia's
effortswasthereporting of
how difficult, practicaly

cessful andreletively

peaceful parliamentary
dections, the successtul

Althoughthewarin
Afghanistanisademon-
stration of how tofight an

insurgency, and our suc-
cesseshereareplentiful,
wesmply havenot sus-
tained asmany American
casualtiesasthewarin
Irag, so our story hidesin
Irag’ sshadow. Still, |
hesitateto say thewar is
forgotten. Therearenearly
20,000 American Soldiers
andtheir familieswhoare
reminded onadaily basis
of our commitment to end
terrorism asathreat.

Thefactis, neither the
Soldierswho bear the
weight and sacrifice of
winning thiswar, nor the
familieswho support them,
would trade any amount of
coverageof their good
deeds and successesfor
oneflag draped casket.
After sx monthsof cover-
ingthewar from behind,
around and at thefront
lines, | know thewar isnot
over but | also know thisis
agood cause and most
importantly | know weare
winning thiswar andthat’s
all | need.
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A crew at Forward Operating Base Salerno work to replace the cab of a medium tactical vehicle with an

armored one Sept. 26.

Sory and photo by Sgt. Adrian Schulte
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

FORWARD OPERATING BASE SALERNO
- When “Monster Garage” meets the War on
Terror, you not only get abeastly looking ma-
chine, you dso get alife-saving apparatus.

A team of mechanicsfrom L3 VertexAero-
space out of Oklahoma City cameto Afghani-
ganinMay torefit mediumand light tactical ve-
hiclesa ong with some humveewith armor kits.
Theteamsranging from 23to 36 mechanicshave
worked out of Bagram and Kandahar Airfields
aswdll asforward operating bases Orgun-E and
Saerno.

Intheir timein Afghanistan, they haverefit-
ted 197 vehicleswitharmor.

Most of thekits consist of prefabricated
truck cabswhich comefully intact. For most
of the trucks, the mechanicsreplacethe old
cabs with the newer, up-armored onesin a
two-day process, according to Jim VanGorder,
L 3 Vertex Aerospace site supervisor for Af-
ghanistan.

“These cabs have done very well with
mines,” said VanGorder referring to one of the
maost common perilsfaced by driversontheroads
of Afghanistan and Irag. He went on to recall
oneingtancein Iragwhereoneof theup-armored
truckshit a® double stack” minesending theve-
hicleonitssde. TheSoldiersinsgdewaked avay
fromtheincident.

Most of the mechanicsworking ontheve-
hicles are actually helicopter mechanics,
VanGorder said. They camefrom all over the
United Statesand volunteered for thisass gnment
toget their foot in thedoor for an aviation main-
tenance spot inthe company.

While the assignment may send some of
these mechanics on to other, more permanent
positions, they arealso proud of thework they
aredoing.

“Thisisagoodthing, it'sagood mission,”
VanGorder said. “I'll tell you, theultimatereward
isto have guys come back and say ‘ Thanks, |
fed better about what'sgoingon.” | really liketo
seetheguysdriveoutsidethewirewith armor.”

Themechanicstaketheir jobsserioudy and
will work through the night inmany casestofita
miss on-bound vehiclewitharmor.

“I’'monly 21 and most of the Soldiersout
here are my age,” said Michael Lavender, a
wheeled mechanic for L3 Vertex Aerospace. “|
feel kind of bad for not joining themilitary and
serving my country but coming out here doing
thismakesmefed redly good, becauseyeah|’m
making good money, but my motivation comes
out of thefact that in each one of these cabbs Sol-
diers livesareprotected.”

TheL 3 Vertex Aerospace mechanicswill
bein Afghanistan until November to finish their
mission. At that timethejob will be passed onto
another contractor.

Reality Check
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Camp
dedication
marks Navy
birthday

To help commemorate the Navy’s
230th birthday, a section of
Bagram Airfield was renamed
Camp McCool at a ceremony
Oct. 13. The camp was named
after a Navy pilot who was a crew
member on the ill-fated Columbia
space shuttle which broke apart
during reentry Feb. 1, 2003.
(Photo by Navy Lt. Larry Franco)

missions for style, brevity and clarity.




A Combined Joint Task Force-76 Publication / October 15, 2005

Across Afghanistan / CJTF-76

=

U

—

.earthquake assistance

arrivesn Pakistan

31 Battalion, 158" Aviation Regiment and 2™ Battalion helicopters from Bagram Airfield and Kandahar Airfield touch down on Qasim Army Airfield, Pakistan,
to assist in the humanitarian aid effort Oct. 10 for the victims of the earthquake Oct. 8. (Photos by Staff Sgt. Ken Denny, Freedom Watch)

CFC-APressRelease

KABUL —U. S. forcescontinuetheir response
to provideearthquakerescue, recovery and relief
inPakistan.

Monday, five CH-47 Chinook and three
UH-60 Blackhawk helicoptersfrom the 3¢ Bat-
talion, 158" Aviation Regiment and 2™ Battal -
ion, 6" Cavalry Regiment at BagramAirfield ar-
rivedin Islamabad, Pakistan, to assist with re-
covery operationsinthewakeof Saturday’sdev-
astating earthquake. Additionally, aC-17 and
itscrew fromthe 7" Airlift Squadron, M cChord
Air Force Base, Wash., delivered 12 pallets—
weighing almost 90,000 pounds— of food, wa
ter, medicineand blanketsfrom Bagram. Sofar,
18 pdletsof relief supplieshave beentransported
by air to Pakistan aong with essentia personnel

.:‘i =
Airmen and Soldiers prepares to unload
humanitarian supplies from a C-17 Globemaster in

Islamabad, Pakistan, Oct. 10.

A Pakisani soldier directs 3 Battalion, 158" Aviation Regiment and 2" Battalion helicopters as they
touch down on Qasim Army Airfield, Pakistan, after flying from Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan.

needed to assist with recovery operations.

The helicopters continueto take off from
Bagram Airfield ferring suppliesand injured
peopleto and from earthquake stricken areas.
Additionally, C-130 Hercules and C-17
Globemaster aircraft will transport 30 pal lets of
relief suppliesto aPakistanArmy Airfield near
Idamabad.

U. S. personnd are currently working with
Pakistan military personnel to determinewhere
they are most needed.

“Our totd focusisonrdieving thesuffering
inPakistan, hdpthem gtabilizeand, inthelonger
term, recover,” said Lt. Gen. Karl Eikenberry,
Combined Forces Command-Afghanistan com-
manding generd.

Army leaders
visit the CJOA

(Above) Sgt. Maj. of the Army Kenneth Preston visits troops
at Forward Operating Base Salerno during a trip around
Afghanistan.
commanding general, visits troops at Kandahar Airfield last
week. (Photos courtesy of TF Bayonet Public Affairs)

(Left) Gen. B.B. Bell, U.S. Army Europe
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Here comes the Boom!

ANA get u

Sory and photosby
Sgt. Adrian Schulte
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
SALERNO - The concussion vi-
brated through Mohammed L &tif’s
body. The American artillery can
accurately rain destructionfromup
to 30 kilometersaway and L atif felt
the power of theAmerican artillery
first hand asthe gun belched aloud
blast. After the smoked had cleared,
asmilecrept acrossL atif’sface.

For Afghan National Army
mortar men, the opportunity to see
Americanartillery at work camein
theform of avisit to Forward Op-
erating Base Salerno and the para-
troopersof Charlie Battery, 39 Bat-
talion, 319" Airborne FieldArtillery
Regiment Sept. 29.

TheAmericansand Afghans
did some crosstraining on the 82
AirborneDivison’'sM 198 155mm
Medium Towed Howitzers
and weretaught how to call
for firefrom an observation
postinaneffort tofoster bet-
ter relationsbetween thetwo
armies and to improve the
AfghanArmy’sability touse
artillery assets.

“They (ANA) shoot
mortarsand have never shot
thebig guns, so they wanted
to comehereand crosstrain
with us,” said Staff Sgt.
JoshuaKazeka, artilleryman,
CharlieBattery, 39Bataion,
319" Field Artillery Regi-
ment.

The paratroopers be-
gantheday by showingtheir
Afghan counterpartshow to
occupy apositioninunder Sx
minuteswith their howitzer.
They then broke down into two
groupsand waked theAfghan sol -
diersstep by step through the dif-
ferent stages of setting up thegun
andfiringit.

Afghan soldiers were also
loaded into aUH-60 Helicopter and
inserted into an observation post
where they would act as forward
observersand cal back tothefiring
point to request afiremissonfrom
ther felowAfghans.

“We showed them the differ-
ent rounds we shoot and how we
shoot withcrew drills,” said Kazeka
“We broke down everybody’sjob.
Theonly thing that kicked their butt
wastryingtolift (theGun) up.”

The groups then got their
chanceto feel themight of Ameri-
canartillery aseach Afghan soldier

AnAfghan s

-, o = '_ v h_'-_." ik v a .
oldier pulls the lanyard on a M198 155m
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p close, personal with Americar,

m Medium Towed Howitzer

during a cross-training event with the paratroopers of Charlie Battery, 3rd
Battalion, 319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment at Forward Operating Base

Salerno Sept. 29.

Afghan mortarman Mohammed Latif loads a round into a M198 155mm Medium Towed
Howitzer during a cross-training event with the paratroopers of Charlie Battery, 3rd Battaion,
319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment at Forward Operating Base Salerno Sept. 29.
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(Left) Afghan mortarman Mohammed Latif prepares to pull the lanyard on a

M198 155mm Medium Towed Howitzer during a cross-training event with the
paratroopers of Charlie Battery, 3rd Battalion, 319th Airborne Field Artillery
Regiment. (Right) Staff Sgt. Joshua Kazaka points out some features on a
M198 155mm Medium Towed Howitzer to ANAtroops.

| artillery

got the chance to work with the
American teamsramming the pro-
jectile, loading the powder, insert-
ing the primer, and firing the howit-
zers. They returned to their bud-
dies smiling and laughing asthey
talked about their experience after
each Afghan hadtheir turn.

“The best part is always the
shooting,” Kazakasaid. “Watching
their facesafter they pulled thelan-
yard, just theway they jump with
thelook ontheir facelike'l just shot
that? Thatisthebest.”

“I liketheway that Americans
train,” said Afghan mortar man
Mohammed L atif, who joined the
ANA ayear ago. “It wastoo codl. |
loved pulling thelanyard and actu-
dlyfiringthegun.”

For both the Americans and
Afghans, the day provided more
thanaloudbangandaringinginther
ears. [t gavetheopportunity tolearn
about each other and about what it
takesto accomplishamis-
son.

For the paratroopers, it
gavethem achanceto meet
someof their newest dliesin
thewar onterror.

“Just working with the
ANA wasthebest thing for
my Soldiers,” Kazakasaid.
“We' ve seen them around
the FOB, but thisisthefirst
timewe haveintermingled
with them. Sothat was awe-
some. You cantell that they
aregood people.”

For the Afghans, the
day showed theimportance
teamwork plays in the
AmericanArmy.

“If they walk away
learning onethingitwouldbe
how to work together,” said
Kazaka. “ Becausethisgunright here
isall about teamwork. When they
first got out here, they weretrying
todoeverythingindividualy. | kept
ontellingthemthat you had towork
together. You can’t shoot thisgun
unlessyou haveteamwork.”

TheAmericansand Afghans
worked together asateam today on
Saderno. Astheday ended and they
parted company, the Afghanstook
that message of teamwork back to
their unitwhereit will beusedinfu-
turemissonsalongsideof their Coa-
litiondlies

The paratroopers plan to ex-
pandthistraining programinthefu-
tureand establishapartnershipwith
the Combat Support Kandak artil-
lery unitsin Regional Command
Eadt.
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A pillar

Sory and photosby
Sgt. Adrian Schulte
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

SALERNO - While the combat
arms troops continue to clear
Afghanistan of enemy forcesandthe
provisional reconstruction teams
help rebuild the infrastructure,
equally important arethe Soldiers
who provise the logistical and
medical support tothewar fighters
duringthe Globa War on Terrorism.

Many of thosecritical linksin
Operation Enduring Freedom are
madeup of SoldiersfromLogistica
Task Force 307 based of out For-
ward Operating Base Salerno, Af-
ghanigtan.

LTF 307 iscomprised of Sol-
diersfrom the 307" Forward Sup-
port Battalion out of Fort Bragg,
N.C., and of the 69" Transporta-
tion Company out of Germany. They
areapillar of support for the Codli-
tionforcesof Eastern Afghanistan.

“The task force provides all
aspects of logistics, maintenance,
medical and transportation support
to Regional Command East and
Task ForceDevil,” ssidMg. Andre
Danwin, LTF 307 executiveofficer.
“They aso havebeenknownto sup-
port Specia Forcesand theAfghan
Kandak forces.”

Thebulk of theSoldiersarrived
in May, and have been busy per-
forming their normal dutiesaswell
astackling theextraresponsihilities
pushed onthem asadeployed force.
Whether it ispulling guard duty or
providing femae Soldiersto maneu-
ver units dealing with Afghan
women, thetask forceisoperating
aboveand beyond what isnormally
asked of them. Theunit that normally
supports three battalions at Fort
Braggisresponsiblefor theequiva
lent of eight battdionsinAfghanistan.

“We'vegot alot of Soldiers
going forward not doing their nor-
mal [jobs] hel ping themaneuver €-
ements” Danwinsad.“ Somy para
troopers, besidesdoing their supply
jobs, their maintenance jobs, and
their medical jobs, areforward get-
ting into wherethey areneeded.”

The task force is broken up
into four companies. Dubbed the
Diablos, Mad Dogs, Witch Doctors
and Road Runners, they providea
full spectrumof support for their area
of responsibility.

Diablos

The Diablos of Alpha Com-
pany provide the supply support
activity and arethedistribution point
of sortsfor the units operating in
Eagtern Afghanistan.

!

of dependability
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Mechanic Pfc. Justin Palmer cranks a wrench on a humvee while shop foreman, Sgt. Matthew Haynes, looks on at
Forward Operating Base Salerno Sept. 28. The Bravo Company Soldiers help keep trucks up and running on the
rugged Afghan roads, which is not an easy feat.

Sgt. Gardimy Fleurius, Alpha
Company, LTF 307, processes parts
to be shipped to the forward operating
bases around Eastern Afghanistan.

“Wewarehouseall classesof
supply providedlocdly here. Soif a
unit needsanything from chemlights
to support for thedining facilities
here, it all comesthrough thiscen-
tral receiving point,” Danwinsaid.
“It'sawhole scope of supply.”

The company aso provides
ammunition, petroleum and water,
whichareal necessitiesfor combat-
ing theenemy. A parachuterigger
section that isbased out of Bagram
Airfidd sofar hasdropped 350 con-
tanerized ddivery sysems. Thecon-
tainers can deliver anything from
humeanitarian suppliestoammunition
andfood.

The Diablosa so bring cooks
tothebattlefield. Sincethey aren’t
needed on Salerno because of the
Kellogg Brown and Root support,
they have been pushed out to sup-

port the Marines.

Mad Dogs

Maintenanceisaconstant con-
cernintherugged climate and ter-
rain of Afghanistan. The paratroop-
ersof Bravo Company areworking
hard to ensure that every piece of
equipment on Salerno and the sur-
rounding areaisup and running, and
ingood working order.

“Whenany pieceof equipment
isbeyond basic maintenance, | have
themechanical expertsdowhat ever
needs to be done to get that piece
of equipment going,” said Danwin.
“They candiagnoseand actualy fix
the problemswith vehicles, radios,
radar equipment... the whole
gamut.”

Because the units are so
gpread out acrosstheregiona com-
mand, the LTF 307 maintenance
company hasbeen broken upform-
ingsmdl maintenancesupport teams.
Theseteams are spread acrossthe
command allowing repair capabili-
tiesto themaneuver battalions.

Spc. Peter Stahlschmidt, a
metal worker with B Co., said heis
proud of the everyday support his
company isprovidingthetask force
and giving them exactly what they
need to accomplishthe mission.

Witch Doctors

A hesalthy Soldier isahappy
Soldier — or at least one that can
better accomplishhisor herjob. The
paratroopers of Charlie Company
are there to ensure the force is
hedlthy. They also provide support
formedica civicassstancemissons
tothesurrounding areas.

“Wearedoing alot of patient
carehdping Soldiersand doing alot
of local national careaswell,” said
Sgt. Pablo Colon, C Co. hedlthcare
pecididt.

Thecompany’smainjobisthe
health and welfare of the Soldiers
onthe FOB, said Colon. They run
sick call and missionsto different
FOBs.

“ Anything they do hereactiv-
ity wisethat they might need medi-
cal support, weprovide,” hesaid.

The company also provides
preventive medicineteams, which
can health risks to the troops and
find waysto containthem.

“Likeif you hear about abunch
of maariacases, I'll send out apre-
ventive medicineteamto assessthe
Situation and spray for mosquitoes
or whatnot,” said Danwin.

Thisisauniqueexperiencefor
the support battalion paratroopers
asit givesthem hands-on experience
intheir jobs.

“Wedoalot of training inthe
82" but being that I'minan FSB
(forward support battalion), we
don’'t get to do alot of hands on
withpeople,” said Colon. “I’ mproud
of being ableto do somethingthat is
making adifferencehere. Evenifit's
alittlebit, it'sadifferenceregard-
less”

Road Runners

While the 307" FSB comes
fully equipped out of Fort Bragg, for
thisdeployment they decidedtogive
their weary truck drivers a break

SeeLTF Page 7



A Combined Joint Task Force-76 Publication /October 15, 2005

Regional Command East / Task Force Devil

Sory and photosby
Spc. LaurakE. Griffin
Task Force Devil Public Affairs

SHARAN PROVINCIAL
RECONSTRUCTION TEAM —
“Readly, three, two, one, flip” said
Lt. Col. Gordon Obermueller, the
Sharan Provincid Recongtruction
Team commander.

Afghansgathered indown-
town Sharan, Afghanistan, turned
their eyesskywardtofeel the
warm glow of streetlightsfor the
firdttime.

It wasjust about three hours
after thelast polling stations closed
Sept. 18 that Obermeuller and
Governor Gulab Mangal, governor
of PaktikaProvince, flipped onthe
switchfor thenew power gridin
Sharan.

Thepower grid, withits11
kilometersof power linesand 65
power polls, services 200 shopsin
thetown, the 24-room Sharan
Hospital and some 700 residences
inthearea.

“We started thisproject Aug.
15 and employed 953 people,
including 630 skilled workers,”
said Staff Sgt. Robert Borden, a
project coordinator with the 492
Civil AffarsBattdion. “Mogt of
our projectsusualy havearatio of
nineunskilled workersto one
skilled worker, but thiswassucha
knowledge-intense project that we
needed many more skilled work-
as”

“Thisproject went fairly
smooth, right up until theend when
wehad alittlefud problemwith
thegenerator,” said Borden. “But
withthehelpful advicefrom some
Kellogg, Brown and Root genera-
tor mechanics, wewere ableto get
itupand running (nearly) on
schedule”

Thelightsare

S F ] gt N ——
—  — | —— . — — —

A new power pole and power lines are silhoutted against the evening sky in
Sharan, Afghsnistan. The new power grid was built by local contractors and
paid for by the Sharan Provincial Reconstruction Team. It serves 200 shops,
a 24-room hospital, and 700 homes and runs the street lights.

Joseph Weeks, theKBR
generator mechanic who provided
the hel pful advice, understandsthe
differencethat thispower gridis
making for thecommunity.

“Weessentidly brought them
into the 20" century with theflick
of aswitch,” hesaid. “I wouldn’t
gosofar asto say that they’ve
reached the 21% century yet, but
they’regettingthere.”

Yousuf Khusti, agenerd
contractor who hasan officein

Sharan, seesthe power gridasa
huge step toward progressfor the
town.

“Everybody isvery happy
about thegrid,” said Khusti
through aninterpreter. “Sharanis
thecommercial center of the
PaktikaProvince. Thetownis
more modern now with power, as
it should be. Thisisavery back-
ward province, but the power grid
isbringingusforward.”

Among the benefitsthat the

local swill experiencefrom having
apower grid are savingson petrol
they have beenusingtofuel
personal generators, said Khusti.

“Soon | can hook up my
computer and radioinmy office,”
said Khusti, whoisnot yet hooked
uptothegrid, but plansto be
soon.

Aswithal PRT projects, the
question of sustainability by the
new Afghan government must be
addressed before the project can
be started.

“The contractor has800
electricity metersfor those people
whowouldliketo havedectricity
hooked up totheir businessor
home,” said Borden. “All govern-
ment buildings, includingthe
hospital, will have metersauto-
maicdly ingdled.”

Themeterswill helpthe
government to keep track of usage
andto chargeitscustomers
accordingly to pay for the 100
liters per hour that the generator
will burnwhenitisrunning at max
capacity.

Thegenerator can supply
enough power to expand thetown
of Sharantofivetimesitscurrent
size, Weekssaid.

“We vedesigned thesystem
tolastfor well intothefuture.”

Tokeep peoplefromillegdly
hooking up eectricity totheir
homesor businesses, thelineswill
be checked onceamonth. If
violatorsarefound, they will be
chargedfor their usage, thelines
will bedisconnected, and they
could also befined.

Thegenerator producing the
power will also beguarded 24
hoursaday to prevent anyone
from pillaging its partsor sabotag-
ing the power supply.

LTFfrom Page6

toworry about logisticsand

LTF 307 gives
vital support

of

Sgt. Pablo Colon, LTF 307 healthcare specialist, gives Spc.

& .. . |
i __ .-:.'

Frances Miles a checkup during sick call at Forward Operating
Base Salerno Sept. 28. Sick call is just one of the many
responsibilities that fall on the shoulders of Charlie Company.

and giveaunit out of Ger-
many achanceto earntheir
combat patches.

“Thistruck company
said‘hey we' reavailableto
deploy andwearecoming,’”
said Danwin. “Sowegot a
platoon fromthe 69" Trans-
portation Company. It gives
them the opportunity for a
bunch of non-airborne per-
sonnel to be going to war
withthe82™ guys, sothat’s
good for them.”

The troops from the
69" arebusy driving onthe
rugged Afghanroadstrans-
porting equipment and Coa
litionand Afghan army per-
sonnel.

“It'sbeen great work-
ingwiththe82™,” said Cpl.

Holly Princevalle, a me-
chanicfromthe 69" Trans-
portation Company.

The Afghan country-
side and roads, or lack
thereof pose challengesfor
thetroopsthough and keeps
them busy.

“Asfar asmaintenance
goes, theAfghanroadsare
rough and thereareonly a
couple of us down here
from the company to take
care of a whole fleet of
trucks,” Princevalle said.
“Sowe vebeen getting used
toworking throughthelong
hours”

“Probably the biggest
thingwe vebrought besides
abunch of motivated para-
troopersiswe' ve allowed
the maneuver battalionsnot

to concentrateonthefight,”
Danwinsaidinreferenceto
thetask force’'smissionin
Afghanigtan.

For thenext 9x months
thetroopsof LTF 307 will
continueto providethe sup-
port needed to accomplish
the mission in Eastern Af-
ghanistan. Astheharsh Af-
ghanwinter setsin, LTF 307
will havethe needed supplies
and assetsin placetoensure
thetroopsaretaken careof.

“Wedo alot of lean-
ing forward in logistics,”
Danwin said. “We are the
logisticsexpertsfor thema:
neuver guysso they cango
out and kill the enemy. We
are getting them what they
need to do that even before
they think about it.”
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1/325 improvises way through Mianashin

Sory and photos
by Spc. Mike
Pryor

1/325th Public
Affairs

MIANASHIN —
AlphaCompany’s
ar-drop of supplies
inthemorning had
fallenfar fromthe
mark, leavingwater
bottles and boxes
of food strewn for
hundreds of yards
across the
mountains. The =
paratroopers had AR s, Y SR

spent theafternoon Paratroopers work together to deflate the canopy of a parachute used to air drop supplies

carrying box after o their location in the Mianashin region in Oct. 3.
box downfromthe

ridgeline, but therewerestill several largeloads
that needed to betransported. With daylight rapidly
disappearing, A Co seemed to have run out of
options.

Luckily, thet' swhenthe Donkey Man showed
up.

Spc. Daniel Boyle spotted theold manashe
led ateam of donkeys up ahill in the distance.
With aflash of inspiration, Boylerealized thedon-
keysmight bethe solution to A Co’stransporta-
tion problem. He beckoned the man over and be-
ganto negotiate. They quickly reached
an agreement, and before long, each
donkey was loaded up with an enor-
mous bundle of suppliesand ready to
moveoLt.

Staff Sgt. Matthew Sheppard
mounted thelead donkey. Hedung his
weapon on hisback and gaveagentle
jabwith hishedsto spur theanimal for-
ward. Asthedonkey started trotting off,
asudden thought occurred to Sheppard.

“Hey, how do | makeit stop?’ he
hollered.

Afghan and U.S. soldiers use donkeys to traort
air-dropped supplies to their base Oct. 3.

o gh b

objectivewasto capture several high-
ranking Taliban operativesknowntolive
inthevillage. WiththeANA leading the
way, they searched several housesand
in no time had taken three enemy cap-
tive

They were also onthelookout for
asafe-house used by Talibanforcesin
thearea. After severa hours, Shaw de-
cidedto set up apatrol basefromwhich
to continuethe search. Hechoseahigh-
walled, fortress-like compound sur-
rounded by orchards. Ironically, soon
after occupying the building, the para-
troopersredizedit wasactudly thesafe-
housethey werelooking for.

Thenext day, after loading thethree
detained enemy onto a Chinook for
transport to asecurelocation, the com-
pany moved out on a punishing hike
through the mountains to the town of

Gardeneh. The sun beat down mercilessly as
they trudged along, diding ontheshae-covered
hillsides and getting snagged in tangled thorn
thickets. It wasonly atwo-milehike, but with
the heat and thealtitude, it felt morelike 20.
Thevillagelay ontop of ahill at thefoot of
acluster of immense boulders. A search of the
homesfailed to turn up any evidenceof Taliban
presence, but oneold mandidinformthepara-
troopersthat approximately 50 Talibanfighters
had recently moved through thearea. Shaw had

hismen set up an
observation point
at the old man’s
house in hopes
that the enemy
might pass by
againthat night.
While they
waitedfor nightto
fall, another prob-
lem presented it-
self - The para-

Staff Sgt. Phillip Velasquez provides over-watch protection trooperswerea-

But by that timetheunlikely con- while his platoon search a village in Mianashin Oct. 1. most entirely
voy wasalready onthe move. out of food

Astheincident withthedonkeys Pfc- Nate Miller pulls security and water.
shows, “ adapt and overcome” wasthe after an air assaulting Oct. 1. They would
strategy on display when paratroopers havetolive
fromAlphaCompany, 1% Battalion, 325" Air- off theland.
borne Infantry Regiment and counterpartsfrom They paid
theAfghan National Army conducted afive- theold man
day operationinthe Mianashin region north of to butcher
Kandahar inearly October. Theoperationre- one of his
aultedinthearrestsof three Taliban leadersand goats and
thedestruction of two enemy safe-houses. drank water

“Onamission likethat, you never know fromhiswell
what situation you' regoing to find yoursdlf in. after purify-

That'swhy wejust try to stay flexibleand make

Paratroopers load suspected Taliban prisoners onto a Chinook ingitwithio-

themost out of whatever bresksweget,” said ~ SPC- Ronald Turner 6561t helicopter to be taken in for questioning Oct. 2. dinetablets.

Capt. Michael Shaw, A Co’'scommander. zfgar: ghezfca\faﬁib?r: Late that
Theoperation beganwithapre-davnar  presence Oct. 4. night they sat around thefireeating broiled goat megt with their handsand

assaultinto thetown of Lwar Kowndaan Oct. drinking sweet Chai tea.

1. Two Chinook helicopterswith an Apache gunship for support depos- “What part isthis?’ asked one paratrooper warily as he fished a

ited theparatroopersin aclearing just outsidethevillage. The paratroop-  hunk of goat mesat out of the pot.

ersflung themsalvesout of the Chinooksinto awal of dirt and dust kicked “Don'task. Just eat,” someone answered.

up by the propeller blades. The helicopterstook off secondslater and as L ater, when most of hismenwerein their deeping bagsor on guard,

the dust settled, the paratroopers could seethey had landed in agrave-
yard.
They moved out quickly and encircled thetown by squads. Their

See ASSAULT Page9
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5-day air assault mission sends 325th on donkey convoy

ASSAULT from Page8

Shaw went to sit by the old
man’ssideto thank him for
the hospitality. Knowing the
Taliban would harm theold
man if they knew he had
helped U.S. forces, Shaw
asked the man for astrange
favor.

“l want you to lie to
them. Don't tell them you
helpedus,” hesaid.

Inthemorning thecom-
pany hiked several milesfur-
ther out to search another
compound, then circled back
and madethejourney al the
way back to their base in
Lwar Kownddantoawait re-
supply.

From the roof of their com-
pound, the paratroopers saw the C-
130fly over and crates of food and
water attached to green parachutes
came tumbling out of the plane’'s
hold. Sheppard’s squad was dis-
patched to retrieve the supplies.
Hours later, he came riding back
into the compound on theback of a
donkey, leading therest of hisim-
provised convoy behind him.

“Cool! War donkeys!” ex-
claimed Pvt. Adam Richter.

The re-supply had also in-
cluded humanitarian aid suppliesfor
thelocal people. All afternoonand

AnApachehe pter providesair pport
position after air assaultinginto Lwar Kowndalan to start afive-day mission.

intotheeveningthevillagersfiledinto
the compound oneby onetoreceive
rice, beans, sugar, tools, radios, and
other supplies. Theparatroopersdid
their best to distribute the material
according to need, but everyone
seemed to be equally needy.

“Ask him how many people
are in his family,” 1% Lt. Sean
McDonough, thecompany’ sexecu-
tiveofficer, told hisinterpreter asone
boy approached to receivehispor-
tion of thesupplies.

“Hesayshehasfivebrothers
andfivessers” theinterpreter said.

“Oh brother,” sighed

4

while paratroopers of 325hAI R, moveinto

McDonough.

Operationscontinued the next
day asthe platoon discovered an-
other abandoned safe-house and
several cavesthat had been used as
shelters or staging points for am-
bushes. Using mortar fire, M136
anti-tank missiles, and hand gre-
nades, the paratroopers destroyed
themall.

A Cowasdueto beexfiltrated
by Chinook helicopters just after
sunrise Oct. 5. But before they
could leave, therewasonelast piece
of unfinished business—the com-
pound they had beenlivingin. Rather

than leave it intact for the
Taliban to use, Shaw gave
the order to destroy the
building and theremaining
suppliesinitwith claymore
mines.

Staff Sgt. Richard
Eldridge emplaced the
mines, setting oneinsidea
roominwhich someonehad
scrawled somefitting graf-
fiti: “Up YoursTaliban,” it
read.

When everything was
set, Eldridge crouched
downjust outsdethegates
of the compound and deto-
nated themines. Therewas
atremendousblast andthen
acloud of smoke and dust
came drifting out of the
gates. Poking his head inside,
Eldridge saw that theexplosion had
splitthemain building straight down
themiddle. The compound’sdays
asasafehavenfor Talibanfighters
wereover.

The paratroopers moved out
to the pickup zone. Soon they heard
the WHUPWHUPWHUP of thein-
coming Chinooks, and lessthan 45
minutes later they were back at
Kandahar Airfield, looking forward
to awell-earned day of hot chow,
hot showers, and deep on comfort-
able mattresses. And no moredon-

keys.

Sory by Spc. Jon H.Arguello

Speech.

173 Airborne Brigade Public Affairs

KANDAHARAIRFIELD —Morethan 50
people attended aceremony Sept. 30in
Fraise Chapel on Kandahar Airfield
celebrating the contribution Higpanicshave
made to American culture and progress.
Three guest speakers spoke about their
L atino experiencesand demonstrated the
divergty withinthe Hispanic community.
After abenediction, adlide show was
presented highlighting the numerousmile-
stonesthat have been reached by Hispanics.
Oncethe presentation was complete, the
three guest speakerseach madetheir

Some of the achievementsincluded
morethan adozen Medal of Honor recipi-

L atinoshave made, so how would the military

know?’ to enhancethe human relationsclimate

Thesetypesof eventsaren’t just impor- throughincreased unity, awareness, and
tant for the mutud understanding
minoritiesthat they of theaccomplish-
celebrate but for mentsand contribu-
everyoneto have tionsof al members
exposuretothe of theArmy.”
vultureof the Everyone
respective cultures involved benefited
they focuson. fromtheevent.

“I don't think Hispanicor not, the
it'sabout amonth, presentation and
it should befor the guest speakers
wholeyear,” Cruz  sgt. 1st Class Paul Caballero from Alpha rémindedeveryone
said. “Theculture  Detachment 249th General Hospital welcomes  present just how
istoobigto Soldiers attending the His.pgnic Heritage Month  important theday
undergtandits ceremony on Kandahgr Airfield, Sept. 30. (U.S. wasand how much

i Army photo by Pfc. Leslie Angulo, Combat Camera) . .

scopeinone Hispanic people

Hispanic achievements honored at KAF

vances provide commandersan opportunity

contributetothe

ents, including Al Rascon, who served with
the 1739 Airborne BrigadeinVietnam. Also
mentioned in one of the speecheswaslLt.
Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, currently serving as
theV Corpscommander.

“These events educate peopl e about
our successand our struggles,” said guest
speaker Spe. Kely Cruz, from Texas City,
Texas. “Therearealot of Hispanic people
who don’t know about the achievements

month. | don’t mean just Hispanic heritage
month, | mean acrossthe board.”

The cel ebration of Hispanic Achievements

was successful asmany Hispanicsand non-
Hispanicsalikeleft the chapel with more
knowledgethanthey cameinwith.

“ Sponsoring asuccessful specia or ethnic
observanceishboth chalenging and rewarding,”

said Master Sgt. Terry Schnelder, theevents

planner from Fayetteville, N.C. “Theseobser-

Americanway of life.

“1 had noideathat so many Hispanics
have been awarded the Medal of Honor,”
said Pfc. LedieAngulo, from Bogota,
Columbia, the combat cameraphotographer
from the 55" Signal Brigade who photo-
graphed theevent. “It’sgood to see some-
one makeanamefor themselvesby doing
something good. It'singpiring.”
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What's Happening / News You Can Use

Help Louisiana,
Mississippl
military families
affected by
Hurricane Katrina

CitizensHel ping Heroes announced today
that it haslaunched atargeted campaignto help
thefamiliesof National Guardsmen currently
deployed who have been |eft homelessby Hur-
ricaneKatrina. Moniesraisedwill godirectly to
thefamiliesof those service membersdeployed
overseas, wholiveinthe Gulf Region.

To donateor for moreinformation, vigit:

wWwWw.citizenshel pingheroes.org

InLouisanaand Mississippi, thestates hit
hardest by the hurricane, up to 40 percent of
their National Guard troopsare on active duty
inlrag.

WhiletheNationd Guard at homehasbeen
taking partinrescue operationsand law enforce-
ment, some 6,000 membersof the L ouisianaand
Mississippi Guard have been forced to watch
the catastrophefrom 7,000 milesaway inlrag.

AsAmericanslargely focusonthecivilian
familiesdevestated by Hurrican Katring, CHH
wantsto ensurethat familiesof those so bravely
fighting on our behaf are supported.

Theorganizationisencouraging citizensto
remember that Katrinaisan added hardship to
military familiesaready facingfinancid andemo-
tiond difficulties

Info on hurricane
assistance

MILITARY ONESOURCE: 1-800-
342-9647 Any military membersor
familiesin need of counseling servicesor
Red CrossArmed Forces Emergency
Service Centersmay call theMilitary
OneSource number aboveor vigt ther
websitewww.militaryonesource.com.

MILITARY FAMILY LOCATOR: 1-
888-777- 7731 Theweb site

~ www.MilitaryFamilyl oceator.org has

~ been set up to collect statusand location

~ informationfrom military family members
affected and/or displaced by Hurricane -
Katrina . "-_- R5-A0

Submit your unit’s
story to The
Patriot

Tell thewhole CJOA what your unitisdo-
ing.

ThePatriotisawaysonthelookout for ama:
teur journalistsand photographerswho havea
story totell.

Send your storiesto:

schultea@qjtf 76.centcom.miil.

Stand alone photos are al so welcome.

Remember when submiting storiesand pho-
tosto remember thefive W’ sof journalism: who,
what, where, when and why.

Alsoincludefull names, rank and units of
troopsinvolved and of the author.

Stories will be edited for content and to
meet journdistic standards.

Free Suff!

The Patriot will feature a web site per issue
which offers free stuff for service members.

Free gifts and care packages

https://www.treatsfortroops.com/registration/index.php

For free shipping/packing material for your family to
send you stuff

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Nov2004/

nll1232004 2004112312.html

Preparationsfor the Department of
Defense 2005 combined Federal Campaign
Overseas (CFC-0) are underway.

Canvassing overseasorganization
requiresadvance planning to effectively
managenumerousadministrativeand logisti-
cal CFC chalenges.

Thebiggest chalengesthisyear isthat
CFC-Owill againincludethe deployed
forcesin CENTCOM'’sareaof operation.
Per DoDI number 5035.5, CFC-O will
includeal membersof theArmed Forces
and DoD civilian employeesassgnedto
organizationsand unitsof theabove DoD
combatant commandsand activities, includ-
ing thosewho are deployed dueto the
presence of United Statesforcesoverseas
and temporary, part-timeor intermittent
personnel, who arelocated overseas.

Thisyearscampaignwill runfrom Oct.
17 through Dec. 15.

Tovisit the CFC Homepage, goto
www.cfcoverseas.org.

COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN—QOVERSEAS

...Making a World of Difference

That time of year again! You can make a difference!

Muake a * &

QfORLD

of Difference

*

Thepointsof contact for CJTF-76's
CFC-Overseas Campaignis Sgt. Mg. Donald
Johnson, Component Campaign Manager for
CFC-0O, at 231-4101,

Johnsono@c;jtf 76.centcom.mil, and Staff Sgt.
SusannaChavez, Project Officer for CFC-O,
at 231-4023, chavezs@cjtf76.centcom.mil.

t contributionsthrough payroll deductions, the

The CFC Sory

With atradition of commitment through the
selflesseffortsof federal employeesthe CFC
hasitsrootsin themany charitable campaigns
of theearly 1960s. Seeing aneed to bringthe
diversity of fundraising effortsunder one
umbrella, federal employeescreated the CFC
onecampaign, onceayear. By alowing
employeesto select organizationsof their
choicefromasingle brochureand to maketheir

CFC opened the door to more opportunities
for generousgivingtoliteraly hundredsof
worthy causes. An executiveorder madethe
CFCaredlity, and turned aninnovativeidea
intoauniquely effectiveway for federa em-
ployeesto help thosein need across our
community and throughout theworld. The
CFCistheonly authorized solicitation of
employeesinthefederal work-place on behaf
of charitableorganizations. It continuesto be
thelargest and most successful work-place
fundraisng mode intheworld.




